SIXTEEN LEGS BIOS
For Best Documentary and Best Film categories: Niall Doran & Justin Smith
Dr. Niall Doran (Writer, Producer & Co-Director): A zoologist and film-maker, Niall has worked in the World Heritage wilderness of Tasmania on the management of endangered species for 25 years. In 2008, he founded the Bookend environmental education program with international best-selling author Bryce Courtenay to excite students with the world around them. Bookend projects have provided opportunities for impoverished students to access education to escape the trap of people trafficking in Thailand, have helped students install alternative renewable power supplies for medical equipment in remote villages in Fiji, have involved disadvantaged students undertaking endangered animal surveys across Australia, and have flown school students to Antarctica. Niall was named the 2012 Australian Geographic Conservationist of the Year, was the 2012 inaugural awardee of the Breath of Fresh Air (BOFA) Film Festival Award for Innovation in Filmmaking, and was a 2016 ‘Ones to Watch’ Awardee from Screen Producers Australia.

Justin Smith (Editor & Co-Director): Justin has dipped his toes into a variety of production work including directing OBs, short films, television adverts, comedy & more. Despite having written and directed two theatrical comedies, editing remains a passion. Prior to SIXTEEN LEGS, both Niall and Justin worked on the short film “16 Legs: Spider Love”, which told the challenges of the making of the feature version. This had a highly successful global festival reception (including at Banff and Jackson Hole), and the cinematography won multiple awards.

For Best Music/Song category: Dean Stevenson & Kate Miller-Heidke
Dean Stevenson (Musical Director/Composer): In 2004 as a student at the University of Tasmania, Dean earned the prestigious Director’s Prize for Best Performance; the first contemporary performer to do so in the institution’s history. Dean’s first independent album Like a Drum was released in Melbourne in 1999 and was followed in 2004 by a second major album In Time, which was launched in Hobart’s Theatre Royal. These provided the material for a highly successful national tour of both albums. Dean was invited to support Lior, Stephen Cummings, Claire Bowditch, Jeff Martin and toured with Australian legend Mick Thomas (Weddings Parties Anything) with the theatre show The Tank over a 7 year period. After performances with the Rock Drop at the opening of MONA (Museum of Old and New Art) in 2010, Dean was invited to be the first artist to hold a solo show in the Museum. In 2012, Dean was the only international musician invited to attend a week of workshops with renown Jazz trio, Medeski, Martin and Wood (MMW) in up-state New York. With film scores, theatre works, new compositions and collaborative arrangements underway, Dean Stevenson, is a Tasmanian artist with a distinct style and an international footprint.

Kate Miller-Heidke (Composer/Vocalist): Kate is an award-winning singer-songwriter who effortlessly traverses the worlds of contemporary pop, folk and opera. She has released 4 albums in Australia, achieving multi-platinum status and appearing in the top 10 album and singles charts numerous times. In 2009 she became the first Australian to win the grand prize in the International Songwriting Competition for ‘Caught in the Crowd’. Trained as a classical singer at the Queensland Conservatorium, Kate recently appeared at the Metropolitan Opera in New York in John Adams' The Death of Klinghoffer. She has performed several roles for the English National Opera and at the Sydney Opera House. Her debut opera as a composer, The Rabbits (based on the book by Shaun Tan and John Marsden), was commissioned by Opera Australia and premiered at the Perth Festival in February 2015, followed by sold out seasons in Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane. It won 4 Helpmann Awards including Best Score and Best New Australian Work. 

Please note that I have asked the two composers (Dean and Kate) if there are any updates needed to their bios - I will send these through if they say yes.
